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NOTE FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

 Welcome to Texture in August! We are happy that you are here, and 
we are excited to share what we have been working on with you.

 
The past year has been challenging in many ways, but today, we are glad 
to come together and celebrate music, dance, and life. Today we will be 
presenting three different dance works, as well as our featured musical 
guest, the wonderful Camelia Road!

The first piece you will see this evening is a new work, Dalí, choreo-
graphed by Texture dancer Madeline Kendall. This piece, inspired by the 

artwork of Salvador Dalí, uses music and dance to explore some of the ways that art can 
make you think and feel.

‘til the wheels come off was choreographed in 2019 by Christopher Bandy, and it has 
been a joy to revisit. This work gives a peek into the beauty and humanity of people’s 
personal imperfections and illogical relationships.

The final piece on the program will be excerpts from Laurie Blue, which Kelsey and I 
choreographed back in 2016. The piece is set to the music of bestselling musical artist 
Adele. The richness, fullness, and emotion in Adele’s voice is all the inspiration Kelsey 
and I needed to create this piece.

I always love the opportunity to bring back and revisit past works. People are always 
growing, changing, and evolving, so when dancers go back to dance a past work, it is 
always amazing to see their growth and the new depth they have inside themselves to 
bring to a piece. Equally, I love seeing new dancers dance roles that were originated by 
others in the past. Every person and dancer is beautifully unique, and I love seeing the 
individualism that new dancers bring to past works.
 
I hope you enjoy the performance!

Alan Obuzor

Texture’s Season is made possible in part with generous support from the Allegheny Regional 
Asset District, Arts, Equity, & Education Fund, A.W. Mellon Educational and Charitable Trust Fund 
of The Pittsburgh Foundation, The Fine Foundation, The Heinz Endowments, New Hazlett Theater, 
Opportunity Fund, Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, PNC Charitable Trust, Individual Donors, and 
Corporate Donors. We would like to thank our media sponsors WESA & WYEP.
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PROGRAM

Dalí
Choreography:  Madeline Kendall
Music: Johann Sebastian Bach, Dustin O’Halloran, Valgin Sigurosson, 
Reykjavik, Keaton Henson, Ren Ford
Dancers: Kelsey Bartman, Katharine Hunter, Madeline Kendall,  
Katie Miller, Alan Obuzor, Sophie Powell

Musical Guest:  Camelia Road

‘til the wheels come off
Choreography: Christopher Bandy
Music: Tom Waits
Dancers: Kelsey Bartman, Katharine Hunter, Madeline Kendall,  
Katie Miller, Alan Obuzor, Sophie Powell

>>  Intermission  << 

Laurie Blue
Choreography: Kelsey Bartman & Alan Obuzor
Music: Adele
Dancers: Katharine Hunter, Madeline Kendall, Katie Miller,  
Alan Obuzor, Sophie Powell

PRODUCTION AND ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Bob Steineck Stage Manager; Marcia Harder Graphic Designer; 
Marjorie Liese Operations/Finance/Box Office Manager; Alexan-
dra Tiso Artistic Administrator; Katie Miller Manager of Outreach 
& Community Involvement
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IN THE LIGHTLIGHT

New Hazlett 
Theater 

November
 29-31
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Alan Obuzor - Founder, Artistic Director, Choreographer & Dancer
Alan Obuzor was honored in 2013 by Dance Magazine by being named one of 
the “Top 25 to Watch”. Originally from Pittsburgh, Alan began dancing at the 
age of nine. Two years later he attended Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School 
(PBTS), where in 1998 he was a recipient of the prestigious Princess Grace 
Foundation Dance Honorarium.  Alan received a contract to join Pittsburgh 

Ballet Theatre’s (PBT’s) professional company at the age of 17.  During his seven years in 
PBT’s Company, he danced a wide array of ballets ranging from classical to neoclassical to 
contemporary, which included principal and soloist roles in ballets such as The Nutcracker, 
Swan Lake, Symphony in C, Carmina Burana and Divertimento 15.  In that time he also 
worked with many world renowned figures in dance, and was selected to originate soloist 
roles in new works by choreographers Dwight Rhoden, Derek Dean, Matjash Mrozewski and 
Jiabin Pan. Alan began teaching in 2002; from 2007-2012, Alan was on the faculty of PBTS 
as one of the primary Pre-Professional Division teachers and choreographers. In the fall of 
2012, Alan joined the teaching faculty of Pittsburgh Youth Ballet. Alan choreographed his 
first work in 2002 on himself and a fellow dancer.  Since that time he has choreographed 
over 95 new works for Texture Contemporary Ballet, PBT, PBTS, Pittsburgh Youth Ballet 
Company, New Ballet Ensemble, Harvard Ballet Company, Point Park University, Dancers’ 
Trust, Canton Ballet, Pittsburgh High School for the Creative and Performing Arts and vari-
ous independent projects.  In 2011, Alan won first place in the Pittsburgh Chapter of the Na-
tional Society of Arts and Letters Dance/Choreography competition.  He is also the founder 
and Artistic Director of Texture Contemporary Ballet since 2011.

Kelsey Bartman - Associate Artistic Director, Choreographer & Dancer
Kelsey Bartman is a local Pittsburgher who trained at Pittsburgh Ballet 
Theatre School (PBTS) and CAPA High School, along with various summers 
at American Ballet Theater in NYC, Jacobs Pillow Jazz Program, and PBTS 
Summer Programs. She has performed with Texture Contemporary Ballet for 
10 years, Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, Nashville Ballet, Nashville Ballet 2, and 

Nashville in Motion, in a wide variety of classical and contemporary ballets, including several 
Balanchine ballets, The Four Temperaments, Valse Fantasie, Theme and Variations, Allegro 
Brilliante, and Divertimento #15. Kelsey began choreographing while at CAPA High School, 
and has choreographed an incredible 79 ballets, 49 for Texture Contemporary Ballet, 10 
for WIP Choreography Project, and another 20 ballets for companies including PBT, PBTS, 
Nashille Ballet, Columbus Modern Dance, Resonance Works, Arova Contemporary Ballet, 
and Laurel Youth Ballet. Kelsey began teaching in 2010 and has taught a variety of classes 
including beginning, intermediate, advanced ballet, pointe, contemporary, modern, lyrical, 
theatre jazz and choreography for a variety of schools, including Nashville Ballet, Millenium 
Dance Complex, Xtreme Tumbling & Dance Center, Berks Ballet Theater, Laurel Youth Bal-
let, and Dance Alloy.

Camelia Road - Acoustic Folk Duo
Addi Twigg and Lauren Zurchin have been making music together since 
the late 90’s. Named after the street that connects their two homes, 
Camelia Road emerged onto the Pittsburgh arts scene in 2011. The duo 
delivers sincere lyrics, hearty melodies, and rich harmonies in every 
performance.

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES

IN THE LIGHTLIGHT

New Hazlett 
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November
 29-31
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The Nutcracker
December 3, 2021

 7 pm 
August Wilson 

African American 
Cultural Center,
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

CONTEMPORARY BALLET

The Official School of

Artistic Director: Alan Obuzor

 

December 11, 2021
 11 am & 3 pm 

Presented by 
The Westmoreland 

Symphony Orchestra 
(LIVE!)

Palace Theatre, 
Greensburg, Pa.

Tickets available soon!
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES 

Bob Steineck - Stage Manager
Bob Steineck is currently resident lighting designer for Texture Contempo-
rary Ballet, Pgh Playwright’s Theatre, Mercyhurst Univ. Dance Dept., Rennie 
Harris’ PureMovement and RHAW, Pgh. Festival Opera and Raphael Xavier 
Company.  Mr. Steineck has toured throughout the US and abroad with both 
Rennie Harris Companies PureMovement & RHAW, Reed Dance, Squonk 

Opera, the Lyon Opera Ballet, Sankai Juku, Phoenix Dance Company, Kirov Ballet Academy 
and the “America Tour” for Stars on Ice. Television/Video/DVD credits include A Gathering 
of Sons for PFO, the Dizzy Gillespie Allstar Big Band for A&E Cable, the Spyro Gyra concert 
for PBS, Lindy & Loon for Maria Del Rey, and Johnny a Trio by Warner Bros. Publications. 
He has designed for several corporate events. His most recent lighting designs include: 
three world premieres: Point of Interest for Raphael Xavier at ICA in Boston and Lifted 
for Rennie Harris PureMovment at Dance Place in D. C., and A Gathering of Sons com-
missioned by Pittsburgh Festival Opera, Pittsburgh, PA. Other designs include Concerto 
Barocco for Mercyhurst Dance Dept.; JH:Mechanics of A Legend for Hiawatha Project; 
Xerxes and Sweeny Todd for Pittsburgh Festival Opera.

Katharine Hunter - Dancer
Katharine Hunter, from Pittsburgh, PA, began her training with Pittsburgh 
Youth Ballet. She is furthering her ballet career with the Pittsburgh Ballet 
Theatre’s graduate program. Katharine has attended summer programs with 
Chautauqua Institute, School of American Ballet for three summers, Ballet 
Met, and Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre. She has performed with Pittsburgh Bal-

let Theatre’s company productions of Giselle, Beauty and the Beast, and Terrence S. Orr’s 
The Nutcracker.  She has also worked with Jamie Murphy and performed a versatile piece 
called “Wind”.  Her repertoire also consists of George Balanchine’s Who Care’s, Serenade, 
Valse Fantasy, Stars and Stripes, and Walpurgisnacht as well as original pieces by Alan 
Obuzor. She is very excited to be working with Texture Contemporary Ballet.

Madeline Kendall - Dancer
Madeline Kendall was trained in classical ballet under the direction of Stuart 
Carroll and Sharron Newton of Capitol Ballet Company in Sacramento, CA. 
In 2014, Madeline moved to Salt Lake City, UT to dance with Ballet West 
where she performed in a number of productions, including Swan Lake, 
George Balanchine’s Symphony in C, and John Cranko’s Romeo and Juliet. 

While dancing with Ballet West she was a part of the statewide educational outreach 
program, Ballet West for Children, performed as a guest artist in a production of The Nut-
cracker in Fairbanks, AK, and participated in a Cultural Dance Exchange Program with the 
Staatliche Ballettschule Berlin in Germany. Madeline has danced with Texture Contempo-
rary Ballet since 2016, as a resident artist, and she has performed with the company at the 
White Wave DUMBO Dance Festival in Brooklyn, NY. She has also enjoyed the opportunity 
to collaborate with other local artists in Texture’s main stage performances and elsewhere 
in the community. More recently, Madeline has appeared as a guest artist with The Sacra-
mento Ballet in their production of Giselle.





Katie Miller - Manager of Outreach & Community Involvement & Dancer
Katie Miller is originally from Metamora, MI and began taking dance classes 
at the age of three.  She studied for many years at the Paavola School of 
Dance, spending summers at Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School’s (PBTS’s) 
Intensive Summer Programs. She continued her studies at PBTS’s Gradu-

ate Program for two years, Complexions Contemporary Ballet Summer Intensive, and also 
received private instruction from Giuseppe Canale of Northeast Academy of Dance. She has 
performed with Texture Contemporary Ballet for nine years, The Sacramento Ballet for six 
years, PBT, PBTS, and had the opportunity to perform in The Suzanne Farrell Ballet Forever, 
Balanchine: Farewell Performances at The Kennedy Center. The performances have ranged 
from classical, to contemporary, to tap, to neoclassical ballets exemplified by George 
Balanchine:  Serenade, Chaconne, Concerto Barocco, The Four Temperaments, Who Cares?, 
Stars and Stripes, Rubies, Western Symphony, and Allegro Brillante. Katie has been teach-
ing from 2003 to the present, at Paavola School of Dance, The School of the Sacramento 
School, and Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School, in their Pre-Professional Division, Summer 
Intensive, and Community Division.  She has danced with Texture for nine years and has 
recently started choreographing for Texture Contemporary Ballet’s WIP Choreography Proj-
ect.  For several years, Katie has been doing wide ranging administrative tasks for Texture 
as an Administrative Assistant and Manager of Outreach & Community Involvement. 

Sophie Powell - Dancer
Sophie Powell was born in Kirkland, WA.  In her years growing up, Sophie 
trained with Deborah Hadley, where she started her pursuit of a dance career. 
She also trained at the Houston Ballet Academy in their Professional Division 
from 2015-2018. From there she moved to Pittsburgh to train at Pittsburgh 

Ballet Theatre. She joined their Graduate Program and performed with the company in their 
productions of The Nutcracker, Giselle, and Beauty and the Beast. Sophie is excited to begin 
this new part of her life dancing with Texture Contemporary Ballet.

ARTIST  BIOGRAPHIES

Alan Obuzor, Executive Director
Joanna Obuzor, President
Peggy Morycz, Secretary
Marjorie Liese, Treasurer

Kelsey Bartman
Joah Iannotta

Temple Kemezis
Rick Morycz

Mark Simpson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MISSION STATEMENT 

To inspire an appreciation of dance 
through dynamic and captivating 

performances, creative choreography, 
shared passion, and exceptional dance 

training. 
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TEXTURE CONTEMPORARY BALLET is deeply grateful to the individuals and founda-
tions whose contributions help to sustain us year after year.  Your support is invaluable 
and greatly appreciated. Thank you!  Every effort has been made to accurately record 
all donors. To make a correction, please contact Marjorie at marjorie@textureballet.org.

 PLATINUM CIRCLE  ($20,000 - $49,999)
Heinz Endowments

SILVER CIRCLE (under $5,000-$9,999)
Allegheny Regional Asset District

Arts, Equity, & Education Fund
Opportunity Fund

BRONZE CIRCLE  (under $5,000)
PA Council on the Arts Project Stream 

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION, & GOVERNMENT PARTNERSS

INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY FOUNDATION PARTNERS

LACE LEAGUE ($2,500-$4,999)
Iheoma C. Obuzor

SATIN CIRCLE 
($1,000-$2,499)
Barry & Julie Vogel

CHIFFON COLLECTIVE 
($500-$999)
Loretta Kasenter & Thomas     
     Lane
Milton Kimura

SUEDE ASSOCIATION 
($150-$499)
A&N Lawn Service
Cynthia Biery
Christina Brennan
Abby Chitester
Anne Dobrzynski
Jamie Gang
Leslie Harman
Anita Harnish
Alyson Holt
Joah Iannotta
Beverly Johnson-Boldy
Mary Lou Joseph
Erica & Duane Kendall
Andrea Kozai

Marjorie Liese
Greg & Kathleen Miller
Elenora Morris
Rick & Peggy Morycz
Lisa Parker & David Sogg
Debra Parrish
Jennifer & James Shultz
Russell & Joanne Silowash
Jane & Bob Steineck
Gary Stone
Jane, Mark, & Cassie Thoms
Scott Timm
Addi Twigg
Lisa Vogt
Karen Wood
Samuel Young

KNIT NATION 
($50-$149)
Mark Andrews
Michael Arenth
Priscilla Argentine
Mara Bennett
Samantha Bennett
Shannon Biery
Christopher & Raelene Bly
Jayna & Jermy Bonfini
Corey Bourbonniere
Dale & Sandy Brackin
John Buckley

Becky Clarkson
Scott Conklin
Alexandrea Davenport
Monica DeZern
Yumi DiAngi
Sarah Scott Dietz
Roberta Donovan
Daniel Doyle
John Driver
Amy Elder
Angela Gaffney-Smith
Charles & Michelle Gala
Kelly Gallagher
Natalie Green
Hans & Virginia Gruenert
Erin Halloran
Marcia Harder
Kara Hoffman
Lorree Houk
Linda & Joseph Iannotta
Bradley Ingram
Jeffrey Jeppesen
Melissa Joseph
Rebecca Kabwasa
Steven & Ioanna Keller
Michelle Kienholz
Jennifer King
John & Lisa Kolonich
D’Anna Kromer
Sandra LaPietra

DONOR RECOGNITION
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Jennifer LaRocco
Emily Leal-Santiesteban
Leah Leathem
Linda Leonhardt
John Lyon
Tania Lyon
Garrett Markgraf
Suzanne Mayhew
Michael McIntyre
Melissa Mertz
Joanna Miles
Anna M. Miller
David Miller
Marvin & Judith Miller
Barbara Morycz
James Morycz
Elaine Musgrave
Nicole Myers 
     & Simon Cummings
Shanna Naider
Robert & Suzanne Newpher
Alan Obuzor
Joanna Obuzor
Kristal Obuzor
Susan Olsen
Terrence Owen
Gary & Denise Paavola
Elizabeth Pascarella
Cindy Patterson
Janet Peters
Lisa Pusateri
Mary Pusateri
Lia Randazzo 
Constance Rapp
Guadelupe Rovito
Joyce Sato
Brennan Sellner
Elise Shaffer
Nancy Simpronio
Mark Simpson
Loretta Spada
Greg Spelar
Bilyana Stafura
Diane & Mark Stewart
Sandra Suni
Irene Surmik
Maria Swanson
Natalie Snyder
Aaron Szymanski
Dan Thompson
Laura Veach
Claire Walker
Magdelyn Wardzala
Pamela Wardzala
Matthew Wein
Clare Wilson
Michael Wong
Laurie Yockey
Susan Yockey

DENIM DEN (under $50)
Anonymous 
Katherine Anglin
Per Argentine
Brian Bartman
Belle Battista
Angela Baughman
Anne Bemis
Kat Besanceney
Lisa Bevevino
Jackie Baker Bielewicz
Helen Blier
Jenna Bohnert
Sarah Campbell
Alyse Castillo
Joe Chekanowski
Matt Chitester
Nancy Chubb
Timothy Cline
Maria Cossu
Elicia Phae Cutchall
Leslie Driver
Erin Fallon 
Marla Ferrency
Samantha Flanagan
Kathleen Foster
Heike Fuggetta
Karen Gilboa
Christina Greathouse
Heidi Green 
Deirdre Griffin 
Gregory Grimes
Peter Grujich
James Guckert
Nick Harman
Alexandra Hope
Hope Garden Ballet
Susan Hunter
JeepsKid 
Christina Joseph
Julie Joseph
Patricia Joseph
Andrea Kaufman
Eric Kochanowski
Amy & Michael Kohler
Molly Krichten
Hallie Leach
Sally Lebowitz
Sarah Lee
Ryan Lenkey
Karen Lewis 
Therese Libert
Yihhsing Liu
Adam Loucks
Rose Ann Lyskava
Barbara Magee
George Mangieri
Julie & Dale Markgraf
Isabella Mascio

Sherry Mascio
Kara McGoey
Carol McIntyre
Erin McMahon
Maria Michalowski
Jenny Milani
Christopher Miller
Tracey Miraglia
Christopher Moran
Chloe Morycz
Madeline Morycz
Molly Morycz
Mary Ann Napoli
Shelly Ng
Rebecca Norton
Sarah Obuzor
Hannah Pan
Caroline & Greg Park
John Parker-Blier
Neenah Payne
Maria Pusateri
Doug & Jan Rimer
Lisa Rizzitano
Karen & Fred Rueter
Grecia Ruiz
Jennifer Scott
Joseph Semieraro
Devon Serena
Catherine Serventi
Alan Shadgett
James Sidel
Shana Simmons
Tammy Skov
Shirley Smith
Dennis Sosnoski
Roland Spier
Molly Spino
John Sullivan
Chris Sweeney
Kristine Thomas
Annalee Traylor
Alex Turner
Jeanne & Vincent Umbrianna
Vinnie Umbrianna
Pomona Valero
Joshua Verbanets
Jane Vranish
Allison Wagner
Phyllis Wanetick
Lauren Ward
Mary Wargula
Cristobal Warnes
Erika Way
Norma Williams
Richard T. Williams
Bradley Wong
Lili Wu & Hai Zhang

DONOR RECOGNITION
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SUMMERLOVE DONOR RECOGNITION

Tiffany Angelini
Brian Bartman
Lisa S. Bevevino
Cynthia Biery
Susan Blair
Christopher Bly
Robert & Barbra Bowman-     
     Labbie
Dale Brackin
Sandy Brackin
Christina Brennan
John Buckley
Yvonne Buehler
Gillian C. Cannell
Adams Carroll
Christina Cerny
Chitester Brothers
Samuel Chodosh
Terrir Combs
Brian Connolly
Cornerstone Academy
Alexandra Davenport
Bobbi Deem
Colleen Kelly DeGroot
Steven DeNoon
Anne Dobrzynski
Lesley Drobotij
Amy Elder
Carina Esquivel
Elizabeth Fistel
Jamie Gang
Jolien Geis
Donna Green
Heidi Green 
Jerrold Green
Veerle Grispen
Peter Grujich
Joshua Gullett
Marjie Hall
Leslie Harman
Nick Harman
Anita Harnish
Nicole Haskins
Kelly Heyner
Hope Garden Ballet Academy
Lorree Houk
Rebekah Hukill
Joah Iannotta
Joseph & Linda Iannotta
JeepsKid
Cynthia Jennings
Beverly Johnson-Boldy
Mary Lou Joseph
Patricia Joseph
Lori Kasenter
Michele Keffer
Erica Kendall
Madeline Kendall
Jennifer King
Yolonda Koester
Amberli Kohler

Amy Kohler
Melva Kohler
Michael Kohler
D’Anna Kromer
Sandra LaPietra
Hallie Leach
Terrel Lefferts
Marjorie Liese
Shanie Lininger
Yihhsing Liu
Betty Jo Hirschfield Louik
Kate Louik
Phill Madore
Julie Maley
Dale Markgraf
Julie Markgraf
Steve Martin 
Isabelle Mascio
Mark Mascio
Sherry Mascio
MasksbyMomo
Tara McElfresh
Ronald Mercer
Maria Michalowski
Christine Mikrut
Anna Miller
Christopher Miller 
Greg Spelar Miller
Judith Miller
Kathleen Miller
Katie Miller
Scott Miller
Zachary Mitchell
Anita Moran
Norm Moran
Madeline & Chloe Morycz
Peggy Morycz
Richard Morycz
Riley, Owen, & Molly Morycz
Murphy
Jamie Murphy
Alan Obuzor
Iheoma Obuzor
Joanna Obuzor
Kristal Obuzor
Sarah Obuzor
Anthony Olton
Dakota Olton
Riley Olton
Hannah Pan
Lisa Parker
Brad Pascarella
Elizabeth Pascarella
Dawn Paterra
Erin Patterson
Erin Permar
Janet Peters
Suz Pisano
Alyssa Powell
Cindy Powell
Katie Powell

McKenna Powell
Richard Powell
Sophie Powell
Powell Web Consulting
Dawn Predmore
Jennifer Pusateri
Lia Pusateri
Jennifer Quolke
Michele Rawson
Lorraine Rayner
Hilerie Klein Rensi
Nicole Rizzitano
Tina Rojas
Alice Roush
Dan Schreier
Jacob Schreiber
Timothy Schreiber
Esther Scott
Brennan Sellner
Alan Shadgett
Alyson Sharp
James Shultz
Russell Silowash
Mark Simpson
Magdelyn Skacan
Natalie Snyder
David Sogg
Greg Spelar
Effie Spencer
Bilyana Stafura 
Jane Steineck
Joanne Stinson
Gary Stone
Gabrielle Strong
Irene Surmik
Stan Sutula
Texture Ballet School – Level 5
Gianna Thomas
Dan Thompson
Jane Thoms
Scott Timm
Petia Gatzeva Topalova
Maximillian Tortoriello
Alex Turner
Barry & Julie Vogel
Brynn Vogel
Rebekah Vonrathonyi
Jane Vranish
Kate Walz
Chris Wardzala
Matt Wein
Bee Wojciechowski
Faith Wolfley
Karen Wood 
Karin Yamaguchi
Laurie Yockey
Susan Yockey
Samuel Young 
Andrew Zhang
Anna Zhang


